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REDDCopernicus Stakeholder Workshop 24-25 June 2019, JRC 
Ispra, Italy 

Peter Navratil, GAF AG, Sarah Carter, Martin Herold, Wageningen 

University 

The REDDCopernicus project hosted 2-day workshop from 24-25 June 2019 

at the EC’s Joint Research Centre in Ispra, Italy. The aim of the workshop 

was to bring together the main stakeholders for a consultative examination of 

the status of Earth Observation based Forest Monitoring both internationally 

and in Europe.  

More than 30 participants from all over the world attended the workshop, 

including representatives from a variety of REDD+ countries, transnational 

organizations, International Financing Institutions (World Bank), 

Intergovernmental and Non-Governmental Organizations as well as members 

from the Earth Observation Industry and Scientific Community. 

The workshop programme comprised a sequence of presentation and discussion sessions, where REDD+ country 

users presented their experiences with EO forest monitoring and their requirements and European Researchers and 

Service Providers presented EO Forest Monitoring Capacities. First outcomes of the project were presented to the 

invited participants in order to gather feedback. The key activity of the workshop was the scoping of a potential 

Copernicus Forest Monitoring and REDD+ Service Component and the identification of technical and research 

gaps. The results of the workshop are considered key inputs for the initial design of the REDD+ Service 

Component. 

 

Copernicus REDD+ Service Component officially mentioned by European Commission 

Peter Navratil, GAF AG, Frédéric Achard, JRC 

The European Commission officially adopted on 23 July 2019 a comprehensive Communication on a new 

framework for protecting and restoring the world’s forests titled “Stepping up EU Action to Protect and Restore 

the World’s Forests“. 

The Communication, which has a two-fold objective of protecting and improving the health of existing forests, 

especially primary forests, and significantly increasing sustainable, biodiverse forest coverage worldwide (EC 

Press Release 23 July 2019). 

The Communication explicitly mentions - as one of the 15 key actions that are listed in the factsheet - to “Explore 

the feasibility of developing a Copernicus REDD+ service component to strengthen the existing global or national 

forest-monitoring systems, as well as to establish long-term European capacity and leadership in this domain.” 

This key action that falls under priority 5 (“Support better availability and quality of information on forests and 

supply chains”) is being implemented through the REDDCopernicus Project.  

REDDCopernicus is thus a key element in the EU’s objectives to protect existing forests, to manage forests 

sustainably and to restore forests in a sustainable and responsible way. 

 

Visit our Website 

Find out more on the REDDCopernicus project on our website at www.reddcopernicus.info. 
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